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all the prominent leaders of the reform movements were
eliminated. There was no constitution and no free press
left in Turkey. With the leaders eliminated and the
press subdued, the country, which was under a cross-fire
from external dangers and internal unrest, easily became
the prey of an absolute ruler.
In 1877 the downfall of the press was complete. In
August, 1877, the Terjuman-i-Efkiar, a paper published
in the Turkish language with Armenian characters,
asserted that the press in Turkey no longer existed as a
factor in public life. The Turkish papers copied this
statement widely, bitterly admitting its truth.
It is not surprising that the journalists in the Hamid-
ian era could not be other than favor-seeking. Any
aggressive and patriotic men among them were immedi-
ately eliminated, while the others received from the Sul-
tan the highest titles and fattest sinecures.
The Sultan was shortsighted only on one point. "While
repressing every sort of discussion and criticism, as well
as every open struggle for reform, he liked to pose as a
protector of science and learning. He founded many
institutions of higher learning which gave their students
not only free instruction, but also free board and even
pocket money. One of the purposes was to render the
new generation grateful to the Sultan. In the press also,
no restrictions were placed upon popularizing knowledge.
The daily newspapers virtually became daily magazines,
or better still, serial popular publications on history,
science, and art, Among them were the serial publica-
tions of the Ebouzzia Library, containing foreign classics
and valuable works by Turkish authors. The influence
of the Fortnightly Review (in Turkish), published by the
same editor, was also far-reaching.
This intellectual activity opened the eyes of a large
number of people, and with these open eyes they did not
only read fiction, but they also pondered over every

